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470 LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

ABOUT A GREAT RACE 

Sir, — I read with interest the article in the December issue of The 
North American Review entitled, I Am a Jew. It takes me back in 
reminiscence through many phases of my own experience. I am therefore 
tempted to draft a few comments by way of observation and discussion. 

The life phases that thinking men pass through are determined by 
the cast of their mind and by environment. Certain broad generalizations, 
however, will cover the requirements of a general statement. 

It is almost a truism to say that one cannot with wholesomeness live 
a life of strict materialism any more than a life of strict spirituality. The 
one comprehends only the material or animal side of human nature and 
leads to selfishness and forms of savagery. The other comprehends only 
the theoretical or emotional side of human nature. 

Wholesomeness results from a clear knowledge of the whole of human 
life. The wants of the physical and those of the spiritual presuppose the 
activities that supply these wants. Neither can stand alone, nor can the 
activities they represent be any more separated. 

One does not have to be a Jew to recognize emptiness in Western 
civilization, nor does one have to be a Gentile to recognize failings and 
weaknesses in Oriental life. Men of all races and ages have found 
occasion to criticise the emptiness of things in general. But emptiness 
is more a state of mind than it is a condition of life. A man is not 
trained who has not learned to find contentment within his own mind, who 
cannot retire within this sanctuary when occasion requires. 

While still a boy I saturated my mind with Emerson and Marcus 
Aurelius. Later, through my inevitable contact with commerce, I revised 
my earlier interpretations of business and life values in general. I started 
with very one-sided notions of spiritual values. I had vision but no per- 
spective. For years it never occurred to me that matter and spirit, so 
to speak, are counterparts in all living and thinking. They are the mas- 
culine and feminine, the primary and secondary, the action and reflection 
of our existence. Neither by itself can possibly represent a normal con- 
dition. But in union they bring poise and contentment. In their fusion we 
find health. 

Now for the political and social. The present aim of the German 
Government, say, compared with the settled trend of all English political 
ideals, makes it easy to decide which ideal one prefers to live under and 
support. The world war ought to lead all men away from the political 
side of race existence toward the political ideal of freedom. The idea 
becomes greater than any race because it comprehends all races. No 
race can rightfully dominate other races save through the dominance of 
superior ideals. Nor can any one race hold itself apart from other races 
without suffering politically and socially. And rightfully so. Thinking 
men make themselves citizens of the world. Intellectually they cease to 
be American or English or Jewish or German. To approve and foster 
the political ideals of England and France, and of those other races that 
are struggling toward this goal, should bring pleasure and satisfaction to 
every thinking man. Failure or refusal to affiliate with men of all races 
who aspire to these political ideals will cause any man to grow stale and 
sour through very isolation. Ideas, not blood, are what count. 

Politically and socially your race suffers because it has refused to be- 



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 471 

come a part of other races in blood and in cooperation. True, you have 
created a book known as the Bible; but not even a bible comprehends the 
whole of what we know as modern life. A bible will not operate the 
business of a nation nor of a world. The so-called spiritual things in 
human nature must join themselves to the inevitable programme of eco- 
nomic life to accomplish a rounded purpose. 

If you insist that God made the Jewish race, you must admit the 
same of other races. All have varying capacities and deficiencies. But 
all men should be able to find mental food and spiritual refreshment in 
any country devoted to political freedom, and in working out with such 
peoples the varied problems of further human elevation. 

Americans are a chosen people in that they have put into operation 
certain social and political principles, and share these principles and 
privileges freely with all nations. That constitutes the superiority of 
America. And so long as America maintains this spirit we will remain 
superior to all races as races, because we perpetuate a common brother- 
hood regardless of race or creed. We aspire to universal life. 

I like the sentiment expressed by Marcus Aurelius : " We are all 
made for cooperation, like the hands and the feet, and the upper and 
lower teeth." Commerce, in so far as it ministers to human wants, is a 
thoroughly spiritual employment. Any task that is necessary to the 
maintenance of the social welfare is noble labor. The spirit one brings 
to one's task represents the measure of one's cooperation in the work of 
the world. And this, in turn, becomes the measure of a man. 

The spirit of cooperation is loftier than the spirit of race. To refuse 
to become a unit in the amalgam of modern life is to be caught in the 
eddy, while the stream of progress and endeavor sweeps onward. 

Races have their phases and their periods of transition. An exces- 
sively commercial era may be material to a fault. Or it may, like the 
trend now strongly evident in America, represent a robust practical blend- 
ing of the two essentials of wholesome living. 

I am proud of my race. But I am prouder of its world ideals, and 
its practical sense in carrying them forward in a practical manner for the 
betterment of human existence. 

A Reader. 

New York City. 

THE HEBREW AND THE MODERN WORLD 

Sir, — Great good can come from discussion of the place in the world 
occupied by the Hebrew, and the article in the December number of 
your magazine was a truthful and pitiable word picture of the struggle 
going on in the minds of that people. Suffering is always worthy of 
respect and alleviation, and only more so when not brought about by 
weakness or error. 

The mystery to me is that the central reason for the condition that 
has partially ostracized the Jew is not clear to every man that has given 
the matter consideration, be he Jew or Gentile. Certainly, if in the 
weak judgment of man there is an unpardonable sin, it is to differ. Like 
begets like, and holds for its progeny an unlimited love. Fondly to his 
breast, through the generations, the Jew has hugged the delusion that 



